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Basic Framing Argument
• history is ‘messy’ but absolutely necessary in any
consideration of borders and borderlands (e.g. Paasi,
n.d.; Ackleson, 2000; O’Dowd, 2010)
• like borders, borderlands also must be situated in
their temporal and geographical contexts
• Jean-Francois Lyotard (1984): the nation-state has
been re-oriented to meet the needs of capitalism
• as borderlands change, so do their capacity to
reterritorialize and rescale place and identity
• global shifts in imperial power, technological
revolutions and social transformations, as well as
national and continental expansion, all play
important roles

Global Shift in Imperial Power as revealed in Capital Investment, 1914-1967

Three Broad Clusters of Strategic Importance
• 1) Individual, Institutional, Community and Regional Responses to
Changing Flows and Interconnections
– transformations in the nature of dependencies, uneven relations and political
economies

• 2) Changing Notions of Sovereignty (political, cultural, economic)

– widely held notion that sovereignty and its associated geopolitical units such as
the state, the region, and the community, have withered away under
globalization
– history has shown that whatever the loss of autonomy experienced under
different stages of globalization, colonialism and imperialism, sovereignty, or at
least some degree of independence and power, has continued to exist in various
forms among different groups - native, non-native and immigrant alike - in
different borderland regions

• 3) Changing Borderland Visions

– the historical study of different borderlands is informed by consideration of the
intersection of borders and cultures at different scales
– borderlands as regions of hybridity vs. borderlands as transnational social,
cultural and geographic spaces
– uniqueness of borderlands as transnational spaces is expressed in the different
ways that intersections of culture, identity and region have evolved and are
expressed in popular culture, art and aesthetics

The Importance of the Relationship between
Borderland Evolution and the Changing Forces of
Globalization
• 19th century developments

– implementation of laissez-faire trade policies following the
repeal of the Corn Laws (1848) resulted in a rapid
internationalization of the world economy, which continued to
evolve even after the United States led the movement back to
more protective regimes during the last two decades of the
century
– it was this kind of sustained interaction and resultant
integration of world regions via large-scale immigration, trade
and capital mobility that has prompted some to believe that a
rudimentary form of globalization was at work
– to a considerable extent, borderlands were at the forefront of
these developments

The Importance of the Relationship between
Borderland Evolution and the Changing Forces of
Globalization
• 20th century developments
– Canada and the United States developed an increasingly
interdependent but asymmetrical relationship that would become
even more complex and interdependent over time as immense
changes in political, economic and social structures, intertwined with
technological developments, served to transform societies
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

spread of industrial capitalism and the growth of the multinational corporation
rise of imperialism
population increases and rapid urbanization
development of technologies that compress space and time
decolonization
questioning of ideas of progress and cultural change
social revolution
adoption of Keynesian economic policies followed by the shift towards neoliberal
strategies that privilege the market and facilitate the flow of capital, and goods
• resurgence of nationalism and regionalism in the face of an accelerated
globalization

The Importance of the Relationship between
Borderland Evolution and the Changing Forces of
Globalization

• 20th century developments

– such developments served to reconfigure the various
borderland regions shared by both countries
– as globalization and the late and post stages of
modernity produced unprecedented flows and
mobilities that transcended borders of all kinds, the
nature of the relationship between the United States
and Canada changed
– by the end of the twentieth century, marked in
particular by the enactment of free trade, many
began to emphasize the permeability, fluidity and
flexibility of the Canadian-American border and to
question its’ ontological status

The Importance of the Relationship between
Borderland Evolution and the Changing Forces of
Globalization
• 20th century developments

– yet while there are strong arguments supporting the position
that globalization has compromised the existence of nationstates and, as such, served to reconfigure borderlands, there
also formidable grounds supporting the view that nationstates, at least the more powerful ones, still have the means
by which they can control their responses to globalization

• through negotiation, nation-states develop regulatory frameworks
that both enable and limit transborder flows of capital and goods;
indeed, one could argue that neoliberalism requires the nation-state
to establish the conditions necessary to implement neoliberal
policies
• while neoliberalism promotes the extension of markets and criticizes
collectivist strategies, it is neither monolithic in form nor universal in
effect; rather it exists in historically and geographically contingent
forms and so can be interpreted and acted upon in divergent ways

