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The Arctic and its adjacent region is highly sensitive to global warming, as indicated by 35 years of 
data that shows the extent of Arctic sea ice in summer has declined by approximately two-thirds. 
This environmental change in the Arctic will undoubtedly affect the region’s climate and ecosystem, 
while resulting in further environmental impacts globally through maritime and atmospheric cycles. 
On the other hand, decreasing sea ice cover promises to bring economic benefits to the littoral 
countries and further afield, by expanding the navigable area in the Arctic Ocean. As such, for both 
economic and political reasons, the Arctic region is currently attracting growing interest. 
 
One of the aims of “People and Community in the Arctic” project which is one of the sub-projects 
of the Arctic Challenge for Sustainability (ArCS) project is to offer solutions for the global issues 
stemming from these recent changes in the Arctic, through comprehensive and integrated research 
on the region. This research will be conducted with the explicit intention of contributing towards the 
sustainable development and conservation of the Arctic. Such an agenda demands the mobilization 
of expertise in many different fields and their cooperation; for this purpose, we have brought 
together experts from various disciplinary fields, from across the human and social sciences as well 
as the natural sciences, in order to develop innovative and interdisciplinary research activities as 
well as promote cutting-edge exploratory studies. 
 
The ArCS project is backed by the Ministry of Education in Japan, and conducted in cooperation 
with the National Institute of Polar Research and the Japan Agency for Marine-Earth Science and 
Technology. We aim to facilitate international cooperation through serving as a node for 
international exchange concerning Arctic research, in order to develop Japan’s capacity to respond 
to the global nature of the issues raised by the challenges confronting the region. This will ensure 
Japan is able to positively contribute to the resolution of such issues in multilateral forum such as 
the Arctic Council. 
 
With the above in mind, this workshop is being conducted in order to: (1) foster the exchange of 
expertise on Arctic issues; and (2) lay the groundwork for Japan to positively contribute to the 
challenges provided by the Arctic in both the social sciences and natural sciences. 



 

   

 
 

 
 
 

Challenges for a Sustainable Arctic,  
Draft Program  

April 11, 2016, Victoria, British Columbia 
 

 
 
10:00 Welcome 
 Mary Yoko Brannen (UVic, Centre for Asia-Pacific Initiatives)  
 Naomi Chi (Hokkaido University) 
 
10:15 Session 1 Social Sciences Approaches to the Arctic 

Chair:  Emmanuel Brunet Jailly (University of Victoria) 	  
Heather Nicol (Trent University): Canadian view on arctic and land claim policies 
Fujio Ohnishi (Nihon University): Japan’s policy toward the Arctic 
Gail Fondahl (University of Northern British Columbia): 
Ted Boyle: Arctic Borders in Asia (Kyushu University):  

 
12:00  Lunch and Keynote Nadine Fabbi University of Washington  
 
13:30  Session 2 Natural Sciences Approaches to the Arctic 

Chair/Discussant: Naomi Chi (Hokkaido University) 
Terry Prowse: (Arctic Council Task Force Member):  Canadian Contribution & 
International Collaboration on Maritimes Research 
Yuuki Watanabe: (National Institute of Polar Research): Biological Diversity Research in  
     Japan 

 
14:30 Concluding Remarks 


