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• “Every passenger has a ‘story’...it’s our job to 
dig deeper for the truth.” - Lori Miller, Border 

Services Officer. 













Refugees: 

 

• 2001-2011: 4,419,163 applications  

• 826,781 rejected (18.7%) 

 

• 2001: 551,510 applications; 14.2% rejected 

• 2005: 110,349 applications; 31.1% rejected 

 

• 2000: 8,805 deportations 

• 2012: 18,859 deportations 

 

 

 



Business Migrants 

 

• January 25, 2013: Minster Jason Kennedy announces 
Start-up Visa 

 

• Proficiency in English or French, and one year of 
college or university experience 

• A viable business plan 

• Minimum $75,000 from angel investors or $200,000 
from venture capitalists 

• 2,750 visas set aside a year 
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Shared Entry-Exit System 

• Help “strengthen the integrity of Canada’s 
border and immigration programs by closing 

the loop on an individual’s travel history” 

• “Both countries have a need to know when 
third country nationals and permanent 

residents enter and depart their country in 

order to be able to determine whether 

domestic immigration laws are being 

followed” (CBSA website) 
 



• US and increased attempts to take 

enforcement action against overstays (eg GAO, 

2011, 2013) 

 

• Canada and tightening of citizenship rules, eg 

Bill C-37: Strengthening the Value of Canadian 

Citizenship Act 



Phase I:  

• September 30, 2012 to January 15, 2013 

• At 4 automated land ports 

 

Phase II: 

• June, 30 2013 

• At all automated land ports 

 



Phase III:  

• Started June 30, 2014 

• All land border crossings, and travel by air 

Includes US and Canadian citizens 

 



• … “to achieve a range of policy objectives… to 
strengthen programs in a number of different 

departments. In particular, information could be 

disclosed to the RCMP and CSIS to support law 

enforcement and national security operations…” 



• “This initiative also holds the potential to generate 
long-term savings by improving the integrity of social 

and benefits programs (eg Employment Insurance, 

Child Family Tax Benefits) by identifying those who 

are absent from Canada and receiving benefits, 

despite not meeting program eligibility criteria”  



Joint Statement of Privacy Principles signed 

between Canada and the US in June, 2012 

 

Includes 

• Access and rectification 

• Redress 

• Restrictions on sharing 

• Accountability to domestic laws 

 



Fallout of Information Sharing: 

• Sept 2011: Lois Kamenitz  

• Sept 2013: Ellen Richarson 

 

July 2014: Ontario Privacy Commissioner asks 

Ontario Supreme Court to stop police from 

recording mental health incidents in the 

Canadian Police Information Centre database 

More than 420,000 people in CPIC not convicted 

of a crime (including 2,500 for suicide attempts 

and 2,200 for ‘mental instability’) 









• “Near dusk, Brandon wheeled up Northwood past 
the NO CASINO! yard signs toward the nonchalant 

border, a geographical handshake heralded here by 

nothing more than a drainage ditch that turned 

raucous with horny frogs in the spring and 

overflowed into both countries every fall. The ditch 

was one of the few landmarks along the nearly 

invisible boundary that cleared the Cascades and fell 

west through lush hills that blurred the line no 

matter how aggressively it was chainsawed and 

weed-whacked. From there, as thin as a rumour, the 

line cut through lakes and swamps and forests and 

fields.  



• “After turning into a ditch for a few miles, the line 
climbed one more hill before dropping again, slicing 

through Peace Arch Park and splashing into salt 

water. The park was all most travelers saw of the 

border, but locals drove into the valley to gawk at 

this ditch that divided the two countries and created 

a rural strip where Canadians and Americans drove 

on parallel two-lane roads, Boundary Road to the 

south and Zero Avenue to the north, just a grassy 

gutter away from each other, waving like friendly 

neighbors—until recently, that is” (4-5) 









• “One of the problems with living on an island 
that is contested territory  is that when you 

find a faceless body on a boat, you end up 

with Mounties and FBI agents duking it out 

over jurisdiction. And of course there were 

DEA agents and the RCMP Drug Enforcement 

Branch, plus Coast Guard, local cops from the 

municipalities on both sides of the border 

closest to Loosewood, and all sorts of people 

with badges” (Zentner, 236) 


